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THE NEIWS THIS MORNING.

Foreign.—TIt is reported that two indemnities ar-
companicd 1he surrender of the Hayticn Republie;
one of $200,000 for the owners of the vessel, aud
one of $150.600 for the ship's erew: the peport
could not he confirmed Gt Washingten, =—=
General Boulenger will contest the seat for Paris
egainst 1bv Ministerial eandidate. 1he

British will build permanent forts before with- |

drawing from Suakim.

Domestie.—The steemer John H. Haons burned
on the Missiasippl River at Plaquemine, La., and
thirty lives were lost and many persons were badly
burned. === A Central Paclfic truin was “ held
up” by robbers at Clipper Gap, in the Sierrns, and

robbed. =—= Fuctories, dwelling  houses
and other property, covering three
Bores, were destroyed by fire in
Cincinnati. Total loss, over $300,000. =— The

steamer Silver Star, of Bar Harbor, Me., struck a
sunken wreels near Portsmouth, and went down in
thres minute Her eaptain and crew eseaped
—— Jobn Martin, mate of the schooner Annie
Carl, at Atluntie City, was killed by n drunken
negro, who was arrested —==—Melvil Dewey has
acoepted the position of Stato Librariun. —=—=
General Harrison spent Christmss Day quietly at
home.

City and Suburban.—Christmas Day was ocle
brated throughout the eity and the suburbs by
services in the churches, dinners to the poor und
the prisoners, theatrical performances, athletic
sports and in many other ways privaie and pub-
lie. == The Brooklyn police raade sn wrrest
in eonneetion with the death of enry Stillwell,
in addition to the one made in Newark on Monday,
== Some people in a Bowery tenement-house
marrewly escaped being burned to death, while
two men were severely Injured, =———AVilliam A
Ogden Hegeman apd the Hev. John M. Grady
aed

The Weather.—Indications for to.day: Fair,
followed by rain. Tempersture yesterday: High
oeh, 50 degrees; lowest, 37 sverage, 44,

I would scem that action by the Senate in
regard to taking the census next year ought
pob to be mwuch longer delayed. The pending
bill limite the census to seven volumes (insteud
of more than three times that pumber, which
yas the cutcome of the census of 1880) and
the expenditure to $6,000,000. A census is
extremely important. but it need not be ency-
drdk fu character, and the strict definition
of ite moope by Congress will undoubtedly be
wise.

— p——

A well-laifl plan of the elevated railrond
companies to get the better of the property-
owners who are suing them for damages is
ghown up in an articlo entitled * A Legal Para-
dox,” elscwhere printed. Thers is necessarily
a good deal of legal and rather technical lan-

employed, but a careful perusal of the

will make it plain to every reader that
the compsnies are hoping for a defeat out of
which they will really pluck a decisive victory.
Hundreds of thousands of dollars are involved
in the question whether suits for dumages
should be brought on the common-law or the
equity side of the oourt. Fortunately, there
is reason to believe that the olear-headed
Ju of the Court of Appeals will not full
nte the trap so cleverly baited for them.

Lt~ i

Beldom, if ever, has Nature bestowed upon
New-York and its neighborhood a richer Christ-
mas gift than the perfect day which yesterday
fitly marked the time of peace and good-will.
The balmy breath of spring wvas in the air, and
the mellow sunshine lured everybody, except
the most inveterate stay-at-home, ont of doors.
The skating promised a day or two ago was
oob fortbcoming, but there was full compensa.
tion in the genial stmosphere and a temper-
adure that made a light-weight overcoat almost
burdensome, The cleeriness outside was every-
where reflected fn the joyousness of the fire-
wlde festivals both In bomes and public insti-
tutions,

———e

The burning of the steamer Kate Adams
on the Mississippi on Bunday is speedily fol-
lowed by the destruction of another steamer on
the same river, with equally lamentable re-
sults. The steamer John H. Hanna, running
on the Ouachita and Mississippi rivers, was
burned near Plaguemine on Tuesday night, and
the loss of life is placed at thirty., Flames wers
discoversd about midnight in the cotton tiat
furmed the chief part of the cargo, and spread

over the vessel with almost inconceivable ra-
pidity. The boat was run to the shore, bub
rebounded when the bank wns struck, so that
this effort to save some of those on board was
unnvailing. Whether any attempt was made
to lower the boats foes not appear, but ovi-
dently the time in which to do anything was
exceedingly brief. It is reported that the fire
was caused by the carelessness of a smoker,
which is exasperatingly inexcusable.

THE CRIMINAL PROBLEM.

The Christmas season fs not one usnally se-
lected to bring forward the more sombre prob-
lems of our National life, and yet just because
it is 3 time of rejoicing it may be well to sug-
gest the consideration of serious themes. It
is not generally known, perbaps, that statistics
show a decline in the proportion of those of
vur population who ohtain college educations.
In spite of the multiplication of colleges and
universities, until the point has been reached
where almost any boy can have such an ednea-
tion for the asking, provided he have the timo
to give to it, the proportion of college grad-
uates to the population is declining. These
fignres are viewed by the educators of the
country with concern. And while the relative
numher of those who receive the higher educa-
tion is diminishing, the proportion of the crim-
inal class is inereasing. The contrast is not
an encouraging onc.

Probably few persons realize the extent of
our criminal problem.  The Rev. Frederick
Howard Wiges, secretary of the National Prison
Association, gives some striking statistics in a
wrmon recently published. Thero are many
intelligent persons who would be surprised to
learn that the censns of 1880 showed nearly
0,000 prisoners in all the prisons of every
orade in the Upited States.  Add to these more
than 11,000 inmates of reformatorics, who are
vivtually prisoners, and there is 4 total prison
population of about 70,000 persons. The next
census Mr. Wines estimates will show 75,000
or R0,600 fnmates of prisons, and prohably
15,000 inmates of reformatories, making a vast
army of Letween 90,000 and 100,000 men,
woumen and children eonfined on some criminal
rharge. Of those reported in the last censis
Wimast 10,000 were sentenced to imprisonment
sither for life or for terms of mare than five
vears dumtion. Dut it need hardly be said
that these represeat only & small part of onr
priminal problem. They have been compared
to prisoners of war. ‘The greater army is stiil
at large and carryidg havee wherever it goes.

The cost of this incubus is enormons. It
i astimated that the espense of maintaining
the prisons amounts to fifteen millions a year,
but this again is enly & small part of the cest
antailed upon the people at large by the ex-
istence of the eriminal class, The maintenance
of the Police Departments, it is estimated, costs
ancther fiftesn millions. Then there ave in the
United States more than 2,000 courts posiess
ing criminal jumsdiction, to say nothing of
more than 80,000 Justices of the Peace, a ma-
jority of whom have a limited criminal juris-
diction. How much of the cost of this vast
muchinery should be charged to the acconnt of
crime it would be impossible to say, but the
aggregate must be enormons. Add to this the
luss which honest poople suffer by the depreda-
|‘Jr.::m of criminals, for all of the latter class

live upon the former, and we would have a

figure which the holdest would not like to guess
ut.  And the disproportionate increase of erime,
unforsunately, is established Ly proof beyond
dispute. The figures show a steady increase,
greater than the growth of population, in every
cansus. but as the figures previons to the census
of 1880 are nof belisved to be accurate, they
are disregarded. The State prison reports of
the various States, however, show that there
is an increase of more than one-third in the
convictions for high crimes over the increase
of population from twenty years ago.

No doubt a large part of the explanation of
this phenomenon, as of the decline in the pro-
portion of college graduates, is to be found in
foreign immigration, the problem with which
4 committee of the House of Ilepresentatives i3
wrestling. It has been supposcd that the young
Republic, with its hearty appetite, could swal-
low down any European refuse, and convert it
into healthy muscle. But it is already apparent
that we are suffering from a National indi-
gestion. A more careful oversight of immigra-
tion is not the only remedy, however. Every
man who helps by his voice and his purse the
movements to increase the reformatory influ-
ence of our prisons, and to hnsten the day when
they mny cease to Le schools of erime, is not
only duing a good serviee to mankind, hut is
working, as the figures given ahove ghow, in
his own interest.

SALUTING A FLAG.

The announcemont from Havana that the
Haytinn fiag was saluted by sAdmiral Luee’s
fleet is o singular ene. Why should a recog-
nized method of international reparation have
| been employed by the affronted nation? If
the American flag bad been honored with a
Haytian salute there would have been mno
ground for criticism, for the seizure of the
steamer was an outrage offered to the dignity
of the United States. It seems hardly credible
that Admiral Luco should bave reversed tho
natutal order, and after receiving the con-
demned vessel have ordered the firing of the
suns as & compliment to a petty Power which
had insnlted the American Government,

Saluting the flag of a Power which has re-
coived an affrent is a form of reparation to
which all nations have recourse. When the
United States man-of-war Wachunsett eaptured
the Confederate cruiser Florida in the port of
Bahia in October, 1864, it invaded DBrazilian
waters.  Secretary Seward promptly disavowed
the act,sdismissed the American Consul ad-
vising the attack, announced court-martial pro-
coedings against the captain, and offered to
salute the Emperor's flag. In 1866 a United
States man-of-war was sent to Bahia, where
the outrage oceuwrred, and the Drazilian flug
wns formally saluted. An earlier precedent
wus the case of M. Dillon, the French Cansul
at 8an Franeisco, whose attendance at a crim-

the local courts. When the attachment wis
sarved upon bim he hanled down his Consuolar
Hlug. The French Minister at Washington
taking up the case contended that international
law had been violated and his Government
treated with gross disrespect. A long contro-
versy ensued, but Secretary Marcy finally
agreed that the French tlag should be saluted
in San Franciseo Ly the American aunthorities,
In the Virginins ense a similar method of
reparation was demanded from Spain, but was
finally waived whon irregularities respecting

In these and other cases which might be men-
tioned the affronted nation reccived the honors
of the salute. What conld Admiral Luce have
been thinking of when he reyversed the prece-
dents at Hayti ?

Mareover, why were twenty-one guns fired ?
That is the salute which President Cleveland
would receive if he were to visit Admiral Luee's
fleet s but it is not one which is ordinarily fired
in honor of foreign Gavernments. The usnal
pructice is to have as many guns as there are
States in the Union when u European Power is
to be complimented in this way. A sslute of

| done nothing to earn.

il trigl a2 a witness was forced by order of |

the vessel's American register were disclosed.,

twenty-one guns by Admiral Luce's fieeb can
only be explained as a vagary of good nature
on his part, or else as a reply to a similar dem-
onstration on the part of the Haytian gunboats.

GRADY FOR THE SENATE.

Tammany hos pamed Tom Grady to fill
the vacancy in the State Senate, and the County
Democracy, slthough tho dose is an awlul ons,
swalldbs it. Grady will be the only Democrat
in the field, and since the distriot is overwhelm-
ingly Democratic he doubtless will ba the next
Senntor from the VIth. Thesincident proves
that the Demoecracy of this great city do not
care a picayune for the official head of their
party. The nomination of Grady is a cruel
blow to Cleveland when he is down. Follow-
ing close upon his stinging defeat for re-elec-
lion comes the preferment of Grady, than
whom there is no Democral in the State so
offensive to the President. It was Grady who
led the revoit of the Tammany Senators in
1883 which resulted in the defeat of the then
Governor Cleveland's nomination of Mr. Mur-
tha for Immigration Commissioner. It was
Grady who openly denounced Governor Cleve
land on the floor of the Senate as endeavoring
with the nomination in question ‘ to placate
the Brooklyn politicians who had heen driven
from power at home™ It was Grady who
charged in the same philippie that Mr. Murtha
was nominated “only heeause it was under-
stood that he would do just what Doss Me-
Laughlin wauted” It wis Grady whesa re-
slectfon to the Senate of 1881-'85 Mr. Cleve-
land protested against in a letter to John Kelly,
on public grounds, and becanse it wonld inter-
fere with his ** personal comfort.”

Such, in brief, is Tom Grady's political
record. Tl is anti-Clevelaud from the crown
of his head to the soles of his fect, and he did
his best to defeat the Democratic National
ticket in 1884, Siill, he is Tammany's first
choiee for the Senata, and the County De-
moeracy, while not formally geconding the
pnomination, contemts itsolf with wttering forhla
protests against It. ' The Syn" reports om0
of the County Democracy people as asserting
{hat “ Galvin conld beav Grady two to one?? ;
but nobody hears of any serious effort heing
made to induce Galvin or anyhody elsa to run
aghinst Grady. Governor Cleveland, a sue-
possful office-seeker, was able to prevent tho
renomination of Grady. But the feelings of
President Cleveland, the unsuceessful esndi-
date for a second term. are ruthlessiy trampled
apon by his political brethren in the gront
Demoeratic stronghold.  Well may he exclaim,
¢ Anthority forgets a dving king.”

PETTY GAINS AXD A GREAT FOSS.

Now that Christmas has come and gone, and
twalve months must pass hefore Santa Clans
will have a chanco to take revenge for dis-
loyalty, it is comparatively safe to sy that the
system of holiday gratuitics has grown inta
# eomplex nuisance of agzravating proporfions.
The postman, the elevator attendant, the jan-
itor, the bootblack, the expressmin, the gro-
ger's boy, the club servant, the paper carrier,
the district telegraph messenger and his eol-
lpagne of the electric clreuit, the milkman, the
wceman, the kindlingwood man and the man
who cleaned your sidewnlk last year—all these
and many others look for a Christmas remeni-
brance with a persistent expectaney which
amounte alinost to a demand.  No one likes to
ignare a recognized conventiouality, and leasy
of all at the holiday season does the man who
is conscioms and glad of his own gond nature
wish te appear a churl in the eves of anybody.
And yet when fhe cliims of affection and of
charity have all been satisfied there are thou-
sands who find it inconvenient to meet the
axactions of eustom. It often happens that the
cheerful and zealous performance of small
services and the daily interchange of civilities
estublish such relations betwesn those who are
gxpected to give and those who hope to re-
spive that small henevolences may he hestowed
with plessure and accepted with self-respeet.
But when the fear of petty annoyances on the
one side and the conscionsness of power to in-
flict them on the other combine to preluce the
conditions which result in a gratuity, there is
nefther satisfaction in giving nor honor in re-
reiving.

In other eonntries the system of tips is so
universal and has been so long an established
modys vivendi that it has ceased to bo regarded
ns an exaction; bnt in the United States,

&

though widaly extended in recont years, it

s

atill thonght of primarily as a means by which |
| the prodent man may

shrewdly provide against

ot
!

dscomlonts. eners used to be much jm-
pressed by the erful and friendly alacrity
with which Americans in every condition of
lifa rendered small gorvices to strangors with-
out expectation or desire of any reward excepb
thanks., This spirit of bLelpfulness, founded
on the sense of equality, disappenr-
ing, and one of the most prevalont and con-
gpicnous signs and concomitanis of the new
state of things is the ever-increasing number
of wall-to-do persons who are not ouly willing
but eager to receive money which they have
Most of those who are
found in this category would be astonished to
be told that they eught to be ashamed of them-
salves, and that is really the worst of it. Their
unconsciousness of anything wrong or even un-
seomly marks u vory decided and unfortunste
decay of that independent spirit which was
once a valuable Nationnl possession.

s iy

COST OF RAILROADS

In conneetion with the census to be taken in
little more than a year it wonld be well worth
while to get definite information regarding the
actual eost of roflroads. What is wanted is
not a collection of fictions emhodied in annual
reports, It is nat 2 mere addition of the nom-
innl or par value of stocks or bonds issned. It
is not the opinion of a eompetent accountant,
after more or Jess hasty examination of offivial
reports,  In o great many cases something o
tirely different is desirabile, and is not beyond
the reach of inquiry by the Government.

For many years a considerable part of the
voting population bas believed that the netnal
cost of all railroads is but a small part of the
sum represented by socurities issued. There
has resulted much legigiation, with a persistent
attempt to legislate, on the theory that the
public has been plundered in order to pay divi-

i’ dends on watered stodis and honds which repre-

sent no actual investment. Another eonsid-
erahle part of the yeting population has seout-

od this opinion, and denounced the acts and |

bills based thereon. It has come to be essen-
tial to a correct undlorstanding of the merits of
much railroad legislation, and to a just ap-
preciation of measures proposed, 1o know morn
definitely what the getnal cost of railroads has
been,

The actual cost includes all losses in op-
erating, where there have been losses. The
money sunk in gradually establishing a new
route, or in trying to establish it, is as troly
part of the cost of the existing property s tho
eash paid for land or labor, rails or rolling
stock. The people who have been living five
or ten years without bare interest on theif
money, and serving the public al less than the
cost of transportation, in order to build up a
new State or region and a new route for traflie,
bave u perfect right to fair returns when the

growth on which they have counted, and for
which they liave struggled and sacrificed, has
at lnst been attained.

Cost does not include stealings of officials,
but it does include stealings of legislators,
Not the least item in the cost of English rail-
ronds is thas of * Parlidmentary Expenscs.”
There are some American States in which lnw-
makers have been an article of merchandise as
well as railroad ties, and as a ruls more rotten.
Cost includes the cash which men were com-
pelled to promise to pay in order to horrow the
cash paid for labor or materials. If the money
could not be had without giving a $1,000
bond for §700 received, the people who have
been using the road, and whose Jands have
been made more valuable by it, onght to bo as
ready to face that part of the cost 4s any other.

It would be a difficult matter to get av
the real cost of every railroad, but things more
diffienlt have been done. [If that were known,
the preteaces set up by semo railroads would
he completely exposed. Tt is equally troe that
some laws now in existence would at once be
made void, because they take from a company
the power to pay any fair interest on the actual
cost of its property.

THE LATEST THING IN FAIRS.

We hud oeension n few months sinee o call at-
tention to a Rhode Tsland fair whose leading at-
truetion was a bulloon marrlage. Two young
peaple were found who consented, for a considern-
tion, to be marricd while standing in the ear of n
big balloon, and directly after the eepemony they
sinrted on  thelr wedding tour, * going up
in & balloon, boys,” amid the applause of the as
sembled multitnde and music by the band.
Tiekets, twenty-five cents.

Now comes the mews of another of these inter-

esting fuirs. It is to be held in one of the
interior towns of Pennsylvania, and its delightfol
star fenture is thus described:
y Two young women, noted for belog exoellent house-
keepers, with a desire of making a Sons uf America
Fair, shortly to be held, as profitahle as possible, have
cunisented 10 be chosen In pubilie o be the wives of
any two Foung men who tnay prove accaptable to
them and thelr purents. The young women will be
at the falr every evening, and will have rhnrr'u of
booths, Any young man who ls serious in his In-
entions will be yequired to say publicly, in a loud
vulee, In tho hall where the falr 15 hold: 1 am hern,”
To this the young lady who is nearest will prowmptly
answer: “ S0 am 1" The woolng I8 to take place in
the sight of all speotators, and If an asreement In
marry 1% arrived at, It s to be putiliely signed, the
witnesses theroto 1o bo selected from the auldlence,

This sort of thing, while not so picturesque or
exliflnrating ns the balloon marriage, is perhaps
equally as well enloilated to drasw A erow d. The
fact that * the wooing is to take place in the sight
of nll the speetators,” although doing vinlenos to
the ol familiar propesitico that with people in
jove * three is no compuny,” 1s well ealeulated to
fill the house. Those who consent tn Tuulke an
exhibition of themselves in public ecin always
eonnt upon a Jarge attendance, provided there s
something unique and diverting about the show.
It f& known that the gonse and gander who were
married o few gears ago in the Inrgo show windesw
of o clothing store drew splendidly—the erowil
mnking up in quentity what it laeked in qunlity

It is to he hoped that the fool-ldiler will az-
range to be present at this fafr, and that he will
attend to husiness, If he does &0, 8 gloom may hir
cast over the fair, but its originators and pro-
moters will have been taught & salutary lesson
Men snd women who ean see nothing indecent in
turning n holy institution [nto a  catchpenny
stand in grievous need of instructlon

AN DNSATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE.

One nicht last week a deamatie company which
is engnged in tearing the legitimata to tntters, to
very rags, throughont the country, presented the
play of Julius Caesar at Miffin Centee, Pennsyl-
vania From * The Miflin Centre DBlade” we
gather that the leading citizens strongly erfticise
some things 1n the way it was placed before them.
It srems that during the Senate scens, befors
the nssassinntion, Cnssius sat down, put his
feet on the back of Popilius Lena's chair, and
pulled out a copy of a Philadelphia morning paper
and began looking over the want columns The
probate judge living in Miflin Centre danoumoes
this ns an apachronfsm, and “ The Blade leans ta
the same view. There were no newspapurs in
those days, they argune. * We ocould readily for-
give Cassius,” says the editor, “ for plaoing his feer
on the bhask of the Sunator’s chair and smoking
a olgarette, Lispause doubtless those old Nomans
had to relax onee in a while, o hardly being pos.
sitle for o man to stand around all the time with
his arms folded under his chin and his nose high;
and we know that even in ont own Sennte a
certain member frequently slams his hat on the
floor, dances up and Adown on it and in a loud
and distinet voice swears at the president pro
tempore; so, as we sald, we enn overlook the
Jevatad feet and the tobnego, but we must eritliise

the newspaper. It showed want of tnet.  Nothing
sorves to hreal up the illesion surronnding a
Poman Senate scens like the ersp, dry rnttle
¢ u Philadelphin paper as o hamintter senrches
for the sporting column”

The point * The Blade” mages seems o us to
he well taken. Cassius should have waited till
after he had killed himselt and the play was
sver hefore perusing the Philadelphia doily. To
chow that “ The Blade” is not hypereritical jv is
only neeessary to note what iv says on another
point,  * Some people,” says the editor in the
course of his able criticlsm, “ alject to the little
by-play of Mare Antony, when, after saying
‘See, whot o rent the envious Casea mnde!' he
titened to the andience and added: “If Caesar had
tought his clothes of Mose Rosenstein, the popular
Alleghany-ave. clothier, this wouldn't buve hap
pened,! We admiv that this is wandering somewhat
from Shakespeare’s version, but |t was business
and not to be measured by the narrow rules of
dranntic oriticism, Mr. Rosenstvin gnve Antany
seventy-five esnts to irlurm]urrn in®

“ The Blade” also mentions the inferior way
in which the seotheayer's beard was draped
“Taong chin whisleers on the natural human be-
ing,” saya the Miflin Cenwe journal, *do
not wing bnek and forth in the air like a frozen
pillow-caee on a elothos-Tine when their owner
maves his lower jaw. A billy gont's do, but o
man's do not,  This sooth=ayer’s beard was n
font long, and it pointed straight townrd n spot
on the floor ten feet in front of him. Tt ap-
peared to be made of broom com; and it had
been starehed.  When he kneeled and held up
his face to Cnesar, saying, ‘Bewnre the ides of
Muoreh,' his whiskers flopped up and down in a
wiy that grated very harshly on the nerves of our |
hettrr Shakespenrinn scholors. Wire whiskers
are tot popular in Mifin Centre.”

“The Blade” also notes, in the ease of Chsea,
that he got on his bald hend wrong end frout;
thus, where he should have appeared with a hi
and expansive forehead ranning up over lus bump
the ot was he played with bangs

of henevolenee,
renching to Lis eyes, while the hack of his neck
extendad to the tob of his hemd.  * The effect wis
fnr from pleasing,” *The Blade,”
Aally from o rear view"

Bt the thing looked upon with lenst favor by
one Penmsylvanin contemporary was the death of
Bratus, It that in dying 1his noblest
foman of them nll rolled too five feont, and when |
the enrtain deseended he fonnd himsolf outside of |
Turning over, le

LAY e S

Dppenrs

it and elose to the footlights,
strugeled onto his hands pod knees nmd ernw leid
awny towned the wings, to the disgust of many |
of the leading citizens.  “ Is jt nsking too miech,”

inquires *The Dlwde,” * that our netors ~I|nnln||
die five or six feet further back? Wo think |
not.  The speetacle of one of the grestest men
known to Itomsn history erawling off on his
hands and feet after he is supposed to be dead 13 |
far from pleasing ‘This man Britus stabbed |
Wimself with o sword that looked likee a ericken |
bat, and then be crawled off with about as grace- |
ful waotions ns are mude by o double-humped
dromedary dancing the Mighland fling.  This 15
not art.  Nelther is it navure, It ig simply an |
exhibition of how a harnstormer from DBarnstorm I
Junction eannot play Shakespeare. The erition

Miflin Centre sudicuce demunds that its sctors |

dle on the stage, and mot in the orchestra, We
helieve that the neit company which comes hers
enn steilce the iden of our eitizens and play to
standing toom only If 1t will advertise, “They

don't die in the house.'”

President Dopew unhesitatingly pronounces
steam-heating of raflway frains o Success, and
says that is the opinion of railrond men generally.
Nor does he believe, from the experience already
hod, that encugh steam will be consumed to inter-
fere with the speed of trains. This is expert
westimoniy of the mostgvaluable kind. The cost
of the new equipment 18 the only argument that
railrond companies can maks against it, and the
advantages of the new system are so numerous and
unquestionable that the matter of expense ought not
to welgh heavily in favor of the dangerous stove.

-

It n green Christmas makes a tat graveyard,
what does a Christmns that is not only green, but
elenr, ealm, sweet and balmy, make? We hope it
made @ little Heaven below for several millions
of people in this immedinte neighhorhood.

e i

This is alleged to be u degenernte age, but the
company thnt has provided every seat in the
Casino with an opera glass, which only a quarter
will relense, but whieh dishonesty might retain, Is
evidently posseseed of an optimistic s well as an
aequisitive spirit.  How far this faith will be
justified remiins to be seen, bt there nre theatees
in this clty whose frequentors would cheerfully
Arop & quarter in the slot in exchange for space
in which to stretgh their legs, and give bonds to
leave the space behind them when they went home,

el
Perlinps the most inherently cheerful man in this
oity is the man who was yesterdny heard singing

blithely to himself :

 vTwas the night before Christmas, and all thro' the

fHat
Kot o creature was stirring, nol even a rat”

e

Mayor Hewitt took the right ground when he
applied the proverb, * Sauce for the goose is
auce for the gander,” to the case of the grocers
who desired him 1o approve the ordinance of the
Common Couneil requiring vegetables and fruit

to be sold in the markets hereafter by welght

and not by measure. The Mayor talked, as he
usually does, with great force and directness.
Ha failed to see why the marketmen should be
compelled to sell to the grocers upon & definite
basls while the grocers could sell at retail upon
an fudefinite pne. The Aldermen's ordinance
Is not, in fact, in the Interest of the people. It
cnables the grocers who bLuy from the market
wagons to obtain their supplies upon an exact
senle. They buy by weight. Dut all that por-
tlon of the public which purchases its produze
not from the public places but from grocery
ctores must buy npon the’ old gcala,  The doctrine
of equnl rights is elearly invaded here, and the
Mayor was justified in the stern robhuke he ad-
ministered to those who ssked him to nssist such

n scheme.
3 g

Whitever ersdit acarues to s ten-foot giant
for trouncing o ten-inch dwnarf belongs to the
United Stutes for its glorious victory over Hayti.

-——

A question has been raised against the Army
Opdnnnee DBoard relative to the awarding of
the sontrnot for $1,600,000 of forgings for heavy
steel guns under the terms of the Act of Congress
wpproved September 1884, The bill intre-
dueed in the Flouss provided for * rough-finished
oil-tempered and annealed steel forgings.” The
Sennte bill provided for * rough-bored, rough-
turned and tempered steel aund the two houses
compromised on the provision that it ghould be
“ rough-finished, ofktempersd and annealed steel
for high-power const defence guns™ The futention
of Congress wus to open the door wide to all
ster] manufscturers with the purpose of seouring
the Lest guns without regard to theories. The
Ordnance Board, probably through oversight,
added in the advertisement for blds the word
“ furgings,” but the instructlon® to bidders ac-
sompanying the advertisements specified that
“ proposals aro invited under the terms of the
Aot of Congtess, approved September 22, 1888.°
The bids were opened on December 20, and it
was found that there were only two bidders, the
Bethlehem Tron Company snd the Midvale Steel
Compuny. The former was the lowest bidder,
but the contraot Lins not yet heen awurded.

an
oy

s

The kind of motor that the New-York Board
of Aldermen bhelieves In is not the kind that
makes the car go, but the kind that makes the

mare go.
—_———

Are wo wrong, or {sn't it a fact that we have had
nothing but a most welecome silence from the
(hesnpealke Bay oyster pirates ever sinee one of
their eraft was run down with grim results by a
detormined and peactical eruiser in the service of
the law?

—ey

The United States is about to enter upon one
of the happiest years of its existence, politieally
spealing.  Republicans nre happy as a matter of
conrse s the only Demoeerats who have been seen
in tears siuee the eleetion are those who bet on
Colonel Briee's rainbows, and now the members of
the Administration, beginning with the President
and his charming wite, nre all deslaring that they
look forward with delight to the day when they
can luy off the cares of state. It's a great thin%
1o be alive and not kleking in such an ¢ea as this.

->

It wns an interesting ecineldence that the news
of Admiral Luce's suecess in bulldozing Haytd
arrived at the same time as the pews from Samon
annonncing Cermany's continusd interfarence in
hehulf of Tumasese, despite the lcng and solemn
protests of Mr. Bayard. Thetoe {s some difference
in the tone and manner of onr Seoretary of
Rrate when he talks with the gentleman named
Legitime and the gentleman pamed Bismarck.

—

When spoken to in regard to the numerous com-
plaints of overcrowding in the Broadway cars, the
prestdent of the company curtly remarked that he
considered  the  present nccommuodations amply
suflieient, aud ndded that “ it is not our intention
10 take any immediste step townrd patting on extm

cars.” This is o Hagrant disregard of the people's
rights.  Is the eampany to be sole judge of what
travellers need P These eorporations have had

thelr own winy so long that they resent any inter-
ferenee and anything in the way of sngeestion, and
as o rule the people on whose putronsge they de-
pend are willing to submit in silenee, The time
will ome, though, when the people will assert their
rights. Such remarks s that we have quoted
will make it come all the sooner

L

Grave injustice 1s done to the women of Boston
by the intimation that they were responsible for
the ecasting of illegul bullots for Mayor. IDerish
the thought that they took wdvantage of their
privilege of voting for sohonl officers to deposit
bullots which they had no right to east.  The
stories to this effeet muet have their origin in the
proins of men who seels in this way to divert
suspicion from themselves One of two women
oy have made n mistake by reason of the nervons-
ness ineident to their novel surroundings and duty,
hut thint any Inrge number of them Qi so Is not
to be believed,

PERSONAL
Presidant Dwight, of Yale, denles that ha is o
paring for a tour lo Europe.

ST T had been abile to follow my awn fnelination.®
nva M. Dumas, “1 shonld have oceunlod mysolf, I
do |Imt say exclusivaly, but certalnly to o laree sxtent.
swith horses and doge, foneiue and e ehase. aod
above 'nll. with gymunnstics.  To be possessed of groat
mnsenlar poawer wWas lbing ago my amition, and 1
shonld have secursd i, for Natore has me: mo half-
way, but fate—or fortune—declied otherwls®

Mr. Goorge W, Willlams, the negro historian, has
meoontly meturnsd from Eorope Inden with the fraits
of long search through the libraries of Lhe Ol@
Worll for matter pertalning to Toussaing 1I'Ouverture,

The mareiage ls apnouncid of Mis, Cabarris, a
descandant of Mme. Talllen, to Baron D'Anthounard
de Dralueoupt, son of & vereran gonsral of the Spanisl
expoditlon under Louls !i\'lll-‘ﬂ oaics

Prinecss Helans, thisd ehlld of the Count of Parls,
Is UWkely to Ue mareied to Graod Duke Alexis, of
Hussin. &he was born In England seventeon Years

ago, and has o very swoet face “ Ny
va"\,;ilo“ eul.;nyle.\lun.n i'he Is tall, .::Il: t::::c ;’l‘:ﬁ.

and _dresses ve mhl looks more like an
unuMulwlmH young woman
approaching elghteen, oy
Mme. Dornhardt has her own views s to the valne
of her mt:;lonl servioes.  Bhe rocently rejected
with scorn the paltry from the
s o sagte parformancs In tho aiaos T
When the late N. J. Bradles undortook the moving
of the Peiham Hotel, Boston—a feat in engincoring

thitherto nnﬁllennﬂnmad—nma one

ably the walls would erack soms A .:h.:f
it they do,® was his reply, * for 1 °

great ymludnnl-" “ put oracks may be
new ones,” Was suﬂleﬂ. “1 am tor
was his reply. ave pasted my own

“
very thin sheets of Lissue per APAVED FY
I to bo strain, sod &: slightest orack
onee bo lpp::iul.' fMN were &o. -
Dr. Carver, the rifloman, |5 at Minneapolis, em-
deavoring to shoot 60,000 balls In
e 0 8 i eslombdabuidug
Rome, Dee, 23.—~Count do Foreats, secretary of the
Itallan Legation at Washington, has been sppointsd

to the Legation at Brussels. Ho will ba succceded
at Mﬁon by Signor Denitto.

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

Gays an Intelligens Government official of Japan)
4QOur country is In = deplorable stato as far s
religlon 18 concerned. The people of the better
clusses aro largely sgapstics.  They belleve ln no
religion, and though the bullk of them are nominally
liuddhists, they are really infldels, I bollave that any
rellgion 15 better than no religlon, and thers is
at present room in Japan for all the work that both
the Buddhists and Christians can do. When the two
relig have qQ A the empirs and the sscts
come together, thers may be trouble, but not befors.
We have now our preachers and the Christians have
thelr misstonaries. Thera 1s a vast flald before us,
and there 18 room for both to do good.”

The Race for Btyle.—Mlss Anglomanin—Oh, dear!
rhat hordd Mrs, Upstart has copind our houss sil the
way through. Everything is swfully English.

Mrs. Anglomaula—5he has 1 Such ligpudence | Nevar
mind, deaF; we'll keep ahead of her vet. You marry
an Engllshman. Her husband js only an American
and she can’t gt & now one while he nves.—{New-York
Weeldy.

Yesterday was & green Christmas, but It didu’t do
much toward making a fat churchysrd.

Bays " The Paducah (Ky.) News": " Rabbi
of the Habrow Temple In this eity, yesiriday recely
a letter complimanting his new k from & no less
dlstinguished source the Right Hon. Willlam E.
Gladstone, Iste English Premier, and ona of the mosi
prominent men In Europs. The great Commonet
Spealts In the highest torms of the Doctor’s work, and
says he pe it with the groatest pleasurs, and
{5 tn aecomd with the sentiments and prinefples ax-
pressed.”

Says the Democratic “ Ageferald,® of Birmingham,
Ala: "“The North Alsbama Democrats are tired of
mubmitting to the domination ef a handful of whita
men wha Mve In the black belt and make their
strength In the party counells eommensurate with
the fletitfous majorities they ‘roll up.' In this see.
tlon Democratic majorities are genuine, and the
representation olaimed in party conventions s based
on the sctual number of Demncratic woters and noy
on the multiplication table employed by ballot-box
manipulators.” |

g Wht {s the matter, my son 1" ingmired the benavo-
lent gentiaman.

And the pale, l.mnh)tni boy. who was lying across
& barrel on his stomach In an alley back of a el
store, and making exclamations In a sort of mﬂ'
Fngl'sh nt eanvulsive intarvals, sald he gusssed he was
ane nf the victims of the smoks nuisance.—iChicago
‘Tribune.

For forty years the Auscrian Emperor nas worn the
erown and bheld together, with masterly tact, tha
varions and varring slements of his composite realm.
Ono wonld think him now entitled to repose. Bud
late advices from Vienna betoken an impending
confliet, in comparison with which all the struggles
of Teuton, Croat, Slav and Magyar are, In the words
of Mr. Grady, “ as the dews of morniag to the roaning
flood.®  War, tn brief, bas been desclared agalnst the
Train Boy. Al the eivil forces of the Dual Emplire,
backed by the army and navy, are forthwith to be
arrayed agalnst that stern Autocrat of the Rallway
who holds conductors at his mercy and regards the
natoral and inalienable rights of travellers with
derlsion. Franels Joseph has sworn by crowm and
steptre that the Traln Doy shall no longer run the
raflway system of the FEmplre and ineldentally dis
pense cheap literaturs sod superannuated swaets.
And the Traln Doy vows, by corn-ball and by caramel,
that he will not ba checked In his chosen career by any
mers Hapsburg monarch, 8o the great dual begins,
a duel to the desth, with Princs Bismarck, the roas
of the world and General Doulanger as interested
spectators. Mindful of the Train Boy's Dature, our
sympathies are with the Emparor; but mindful of
the Train Boy’s prowess, we fear the FEmperor will
meet another Sadowa.

RATHER 8FT IN HER WAYS
No gal can be purtier'u TuUdy,
sE s peact 'n smart a8 & wWhip;

e allus Is up to some misc
N fer feeling she don't give a 4ip.
She gurter makes sport o' me frequ

N sématimes out in my face;
There's somothing quita odd In her natur’,
' she's awfully sot in her ways

Et Rping.uw’hen :‘r sot .Ili‘xdtha :z:s::bler.
d n't got & Ll
Sometimes -in‘ will break out »n:fc'hﬂnl.

'N 1 feel llke short'nin' my stay.
It scems the ten acres is nowhar,
Which will corue ‘f me one o these days,
Pius-hlank she has often refused me,
'N she's awfully sot in her waya

She hints I'm too cle 'n too homely
N why should she ever have maf
'N she’s snubbin' me jis when she pleases,
'N what it {s fur I can't sce.
What she esg at my back when I'm absent,
She's honest, sn’ says to my face;
wWhen 1 tell har sha's very outspoken,
Bhe sex she I8 sot in her ways
My mammy she oft up and tells me:
“Sha's malin’ & fool, Zeb, o' you,"
'S I am most led to belleve It,
But what's a r feller to dol
I love her, the dear little erceter,
Eplte o' all that she does 'n she says,
'N so 1 hang on, hopin' TiAy
Sune day'll bo less sot In her Ways.
—{Yanhee Elada

Thammmmmm;wkwm
and the hotels in that State sre getting ready for the
crowds of tourlsts, who, it Is hoped, will rush down
there a little later on.

111s Oholes,—Proud father (showing off his beﬁr
mm;fm»lﬁy son, whluh‘i wrmld‘ you ::ﬂn 7
shakespeara or Edison?

Littla ..url- i?hur meditation)—I'd rather be Edison.

“You, whyt"

“Cause hz aln’t dead.”—(New-York Wackly.

To My, Henry W. Grady : Please writs to ths business
men of Birmingham, Als., for soms information about
the New South.

Limitations of l{s‘n'l Power.—Baker—What s the

price of flour to.
Assls t-—Bonewm higher.

“w w
mcr\? ;Lh[ﬁ d;hn:k Hm‘selﬁ,%dhm&‘t I'I;
a corer on wind."—(Phlladelphia Record.

Stern father to nine-year-old son—Yeu will have to
talin a back seat always unless you apply yoursall to
yonr studies.

gon—I don't care if I do, if I 0an ses the show.
um‘gm;;na.ﬂm Hecksher—Why, Tom, what (s

the maticr
Tom—1'm {reetrievably ruined ! I sont Uncla Bulllon

& snako ring to-day for & Christmas remembrance |
Miss Hecksher—1 dun't see anything partieulacly sad
about that.
Tum—-My dear girl, I forgot that he had recently
mn coufined In the Kayside Incbriate Asylum.—
‘Ime.

" BIGNS OF LIFE.
From The Waterbury Republican.
George William Curtis says Civil Bervies rm
not yet dead. Noj It lsn't dead. We um :
S00M.

PSR
JUVENILE ROBERT FEILSMERES,
From Tha Clacinnati Enquirer.

This Is an lednoclastlo age. If, nowaday o
talli to s baby In pantalets and pla.'unm .h-rm:' s-'m-
Claus coming down tho eh{mney, your only suswer
I8 % rats.” The lttle agnosiics even have S‘rous
doubts abent Jack the Clant Killer and the Beven
Lengued Boots, and as to Alsddin and his Lamps
that they peject out of hand, It is mournful to Know
Lo mich,

e
IN THE CTTY OF SISTERLY LOVE, T0O.
From The Philadelphia Inguirer.

The girl who dlin't receive a present from & cer
taln other girl rejolces that she didn't matfl a present W
that girl yesterday,

——
IT PAYS NO DIVIDENDS, THOUGH.
Frum The Atlanta Constitution.

1t seoms Mo the good old times to see our esteomed
contemporary, “The Congresclonal Recomt,® resume
business at the old stand, and put in it appearance
with unvaeying regularity. = The Kecond® has & new
dress, and I8 pl_lbllshinf an entertaining varlety o
watter. It (8 s0 popular In our sanctum that the
litarary editor rarely has a chance to seo I, as I8
s T, RS A F St ety tah

elrenlation @ tiy firm
lished on & paging basls. v

THATS FAIR. LET 'EM WINK!
From The Detrolt Tribupe

How would it do to have the repressntation M
ang based on the pupular vate Instead of gonﬂ&
b

latluon We thi |
‘luuk W, i“m.nl( this would make the solid
= 5
HIS BONDAGE HAS BEEN 80 IRKSOME.
From The Cinelanat Commereial Gazette,
To a DBulfalo friend President cmq writes !t

“1 am eagerly counting the o :i »
Elrhﬂlalnzh m‘\‘b«un :lnj?ftﬁ'l;&ﬂ bo‘d.‘n“m 5 .";

g 0 £ 1
wings against tho bara g




